Updated 9/11/2025
Educational Research Exempt Review Category Decision Tree Checklist

1. Does the research will take place in an established educational setting? (e.g., classroom, afterschool educational program, summer school, etc.)
[bookmark: Check1]|_| Yes
[bookmark: Check2]|_| No

2. Does the research look at educational processes – what’s working, what’s not, and/or how to make the processes more effective for learners and/or educators – including analyzing or comparing instructional techniques, curricula, classroom management strategies et al?
[bookmark: Check3]|_| Yes
[bookmark: Check4]|_| No

3. Will consent or parental permission and minor assent be sought before any research activities (intervention or data collection) occur?
[bookmark: Check5]|_| Yes
[bookmark: Check6]|_| No – please answer both questions below:

3a. Is this research occurring in a K-12 North Carolina public school setting?
[bookmark: Check7]|_| Yes – you must get parental permission due to the NC Parents Bill of Rights law regardless of IRB approval level. 
[bookmark: Check8]|_| No

3b. Does the research qualify for a FERPA exception because the research is being done on behalf of the educational institution, by school officials with legitimate educational interests, and the purpose of the research is to develop, validate, or administer predictive tests, administer student aid, or improve instruction? If you were not asked by the educational institution to do this specific research study at their behest to accomplish an institutional mandate or goal related to testing, student aid, or pedagogy improvement, answer “no.”	Comment by Yael Allen: Legitimate educational interest is determined on a case-by-case basis. Being a school official is not enough under FERPA to grant access to educational records for research purposes. 
[bookmark: Check9]|_| Yes
[bookmark: Check10]|_| No

If you’ve answered yes to 1, 2, and 3 or 3b, your study might be eligible for exemption category d.1 – normal educational practices in established educational settings.


4. Will the study implement surveys, interviews, or test participants? 
[bookmark: Check11]|_| No
[bookmark: Check12]|_| Yes – please answer the questions below:

4a. Would the participants complete the survey, test, or interview if the proposed research question was not being asked?
[bookmark: Check13]|_| Yes
[bookmark: Check14]|_| No

4b. Are participants adults?
[bookmark: Check15]|_| Yes
[bookmark: Check16]|_| No – does not qualify for an exemption unless the study qualifies for a FLEX exemption under the NCSU IRB policy.

4c. What is the likelihood that the completed and cleaned research dataset (made up of surveys/interviews/tests) can be connected to individual participants by anyone including anyone on the research team?
[bookmark: Check17]|_| Likely
[bookmark: Check18][bookmark: Text1]|_| Unlikely, describe why:       

4d. None of the data collected, if disclosed to others, would place a participant at risk – legally, financially, relationally/reputationally, employability now or in the future.
[bookmark: Check19]|_| Yes
[bookmark: Check20]|_| No

If you’ve answered “yes” to 4a, 4b, 4c, 4d, your study may be eligible for exemption under category d.2 – surveys and interviews with adults and observations of public behavior 

Please note: The NC State IRB does not consider classrooms – even public-school ones – truly public spaces. If you wish to do observations of minors and qualify for exemption, the research needs to be able to fit into exemption category d.1 – normal educational practices in established educational settings – and parent/guardian permission must be sought at a minimum. 


5. Will the study ask participants to do a task or manipulate their environment for the purposes of studying their cognition, psychological state/processes, ideas, attitudes, or behavior (i.e., “benign behavioral intervention”)? Some examples of these can be having a participant play a science game outside of normal educational practices, explore an altered or virtual reality with wearable equipment and/or software applications, or listening to Mozart while completing a midterm exam. 
[bookmark: Check21]|_| No
[bookmark: Check22]|_| Yes – please answer the additional questions below:

5a. Are participants adults?
[bookmark: Check23]|_| Yes
[bookmark: Check24]|_| No – does not qualify for an exemption.

5b. Will the task or manipulated environment be brief?
[bookmark: Check25]|_| Yes
[bookmark: Check26]|_| No – does not qualify for an exemption.

5c. Will the task or manipulated environment be harmless?
[bookmark: Check27]|_| Yes
[bookmark: Check28]|_| No, does not qualify for exemption.

5d. Will the task or manipulated environment be non-invasive?
[bookmark: Check29]|_| Yes
[bookmark: Check30]|_| No, does not qualify for exemption.

5e. Will the task or manipulated environment have any long-term impact on participants?
[bookmark: Check31]|_| Yes
[bookmark: Check32]|_| No, does not qualify for exemption.

5f. Would any reasonable person be offended by the task or manipulated environment?
[bookmark: Check33]|_| Yes, does not qualify for exemption.
[bookmark: Check34]|_| No

5g. Would any reasonable person be embarrassed by the research task or manipulation?
[bookmark: Check35]|_| Yes, does not qualify for exemption.
[bookmark: Check36]|_| No

If you’ve answered yes to 5a through 5e, your study may be eligible for review at the exempt d.3 level – benign behavioral interventions with adults.


6. Will the study access information that either already exists or will exist in the future to use it for research? Some examples of secondary data include  course assignments, midterm exams, grades, individualized educational plan (IEP), Section 504 plan, NCERDC data sets, NCDPI data sets, etc.
|_| No
|_| Yes – please answer the questions below:

6a. Is the data publicly available?
[bookmark: Check39]|_| Yes 
[bookmark: Check40]|_| No

6b. Is the data identifiable to the research team through identifiers (direct OR indirect) in the data set?
[bookmark: Check41]|_| Yes
[bookmark: Check42]|_| No

6c. Is the data identifiable to any member of the research team because of their role, access, and/or expertise (e.g., teacher of the participants who will always have access to the data in an identifiable format because they were the student’s instructor or TA)?
[bookmark: Check43]|_| Yes
[bookmark: Check44]|_| No

6d. Once the identifiable data is recorded for research purposes, will it be possible for anyone (including members of the research team) to readily ascertain the identity of any participant?
[bookmark: Check45]|_| Yes
[bookmark: Check46]|_| No

6e. Will the study seek to identify/re-identify participants in the data set?
[bookmark: Check48]|_| Yes
[bookmark: Check49]|_| No

6f. Will members of the research team have any contact with participants in the data set?
[bookmark: Check50]|_| Yes
[bookmark: Check51]|_| No

6g. Is the secondary data subject to Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA)? 
[bookmark: Check52]|_| No 
[bookmark: Check53]|_| Yes – please answer the additional questions below:

6g.1. Is the FERPA data publicly available and no permission is needed to access it?
[bookmark: Check54]|_| Yes
[bookmark: Check55]|_| No

6g.2. Is the FERPA data publicly available by request (e.g., NCERDC, NCDPI) but requires a data use/sharing agreement before the data will be released for research purposes?
[bookmark: Check56]|_| Yes – may not be eligible for exemption depending on the established terms in the agreement.
[bookmark: Check57]|_| No

6g.3. Will adult consent or parental permission and minor assent (the latter if minors are 7 years old or older) be obtained?
[bookmark: Check58]|_| Yes
[bookmark: Check59]|_| No – please answer the below question:

6g.3.a. Does the use of the FERPA data qualify for a FERPA exception because the research is being done “on behalf” of the institution by school officials with “legitimate educational interests” and the purpose of the research is to develop, validate, or administer predictive tests, administer student aid, or improve instruction?
[bookmark: Check60]|_| Yes
[bookmark: Check61]|_| No – does not qualify for an exemption unless the study qualifies for a FLEX exemption under the NCSU IRB policy. 


If you’ve answered yes to questions 6 and 6a, your study may be eligible for exemption under category d.4, secondary data.

If you’ve answered no to questions 6e and 6f, your study may be eligible for exemption under category d.4, secondary data.

Other responses may be eligible for an exemption determination as well but it will depend on context and an assessment of the entire research design by the NC State IRB office and all applicable laws and legal agreements. 
